403                              STANIKA
the name Stanika is not that of a separate caste, but indicates their profession as managers of temples, with the title of Deva Stanika. This claim is not generally conceded, and as a matter of fact the duties in which Stanikas are employed are clearly those of temple servants, namely, collecting flowers, sweeping the interiors of temples, looking after the lamps, cleaning the temple vessels, ringing bells, and the like. Many of them, however, are landowners and farmers. They are generally Sivites, and wear the sacred thread. Their special deities are Venkatramana and Ganapati. Dravida Brahmins officiate as their priests, but of late some educated men of the caste have assumed the priestly office. The caste has two sub-divisions, viz., Subra-mania and Kumbla. Girls must be married in infancy, i.e., before they attain puberty. Widow remarriage is neither permitted nor practiced. Their other customs are almost the same as those of the Kota Brahmans. They neither eat flesh nor drink liquor." It is stated in the Manual that the Stanikas are called Shanbogs and Mukhtesars. But I am informed that at an inquest or a search the Moktessors or Mukhtesars (chief men) of a village are assembled, and sign the inquest report or search list. The Moktessors of any caste can be summoned together. Some of the Moktessors of a temple may be Stanikas. In the case of social disputes decided at caste meetings, the Shanbog (writer or accountant) appointed by the caste would record the evidence, and the Moktessor would decide upon the facts.
Of the two sections Subramanya and Kumbla, the former claim superiority, and there is no intermarriage between them. The members of the Subramanya section state that they belong to Rig Saka (Rig Veda) and have
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